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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 DACCA 07295 211004Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO COME-OO FMC-02 TRSE-00 
OMB-01 MCE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 L-03 H-02 
SP-02 JUSE-00 /048 W 

114085 211106Z/11 

R 210647Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DACCA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7467 
INFO AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMCONSUL MADRAS 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

UNCLAS DACCA 7295 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BDIS, EWWT, BG 
SUB J : M V NORDTRAMP 

REF: DACCA 6833 

1 . REFTEL DESCRIBES THE CONCERNS OF THE U.S. FIRM INTRASPAN 
(OF NEW YORK CITY) AND OF THE BANGLADESHI FIRM THE SERVICES 
INTERNATIONAL THAT A CHITTAGONG-BOUND SHIPMENT OF 10,500 
METRIC TONS OF SCRAP STEEL ON BOARD THE DANISH VESSEL M V 
NORDTRAMP MAY HAVE BEEN ILLEGALLY DIVERTED TO THE PORT OF 
TUTICORIN. INDIA. THE CARGO WAS SHIPPED UNDER A U.S. LINER 
B n. I, OF LADING ISSUED JULY 7. 1977 IN NEW YORK, NEW YORK. 

INCLUDED ON THE BILL IS THE CAVEAT: QUOTE THIS COMMODITY 
LICENSED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT FOR ULTIMATE DESTINATION 
BANGLADESH. DIVERSION CONTRARY TO U.S. LAW PROHIBITED. 

UNQUOTE. 

2. SUBSEQUENT TO REFTEL EMBOFFS HAVE BEEN IN REGULAR 
CONTACT WITH OFFICERS OF THE SERVICES WHO HAVE ALSO 
BEEN IN CONTACT WITH THE DANISH EMBASSY IN DACCA AND 
HARBOR AUTHORITIES IN TUTICORIN. IN ADDITION, THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DACCA 07295 211004Z 

SERVICES UNSUCCESSFULLY ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT THE NORD- 
TRAMP IN TUTICORIN AND THE SHIP'S OWNER NORDTRAMP NORD- 
BROWN OF COPENHAGEN. THE NORDTRAMP WAS REPORTED ON 
DECEMBER 3 BY CAPTAIN N. SHANMUGAM VANDA YAR. THE PORT 
OFFICER. TUTICORIN, TO BE IN THE PROCESS OF DISCHARGING 
ITS CARGO OF SCRAP IRON IN TUTICORIN. 
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3. ON DECEMBER 12, 1977, EMBOFF RECEIVED A LETTER AND 

A TELEPHONE CALL FROM T.M. LUTFER RAHMAN, ADDITIONAL 
GENERAL MANAGER (PURCHASE), BANGLADESH STEEL AND ENGI- 
NEERING CORPORATION (BSEC). BSEC, A GOVERNMENT CORPORA- 
TION, IS THE PURCHASER OF THE SCRAP STEEL. MR. RAHMAN 
EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE APPARENT DIVERSION OF THE 
CARGO AND ASKED THE EMBASSY TO INTERVENE IN THE MATTER. 
(EARLIER AND SIMILAR REQUESTS OF THIS NATURE HAVE ALSO 
COME FROM THE SERVICES.) WE HAVE EXPRESSED TO BSEC 
(AND THE SERVICES) THE BELIEF THAT THE ILLEGAL DISCHARGE 
OF CARGO FROM A DANISH FLAG VESSEL IN AN INDIAN PORT 
APPEARS TO BE A MATTER FOR (1) LEGAL AUTHORITIES IN INDIA, 

OR (2) THE DANISH EMBASSIES IN INDIA AND BANGLADESH 
THROUGH THEIR CONSULAR AUTHORITY OVER DANISH FLAG VESSELS, 
OR (3) CIVIL ACTION IN U.S. COURTS BY AGGRIEVED PARTIES 
BASED ON THE APPARENT VIOLATION OF THE U.S. BILL OF 
LADING. 

4. ACTION REQUESTED: IN RESPONSE TO INQUIRIES OF BSEC 
AND THE SERVICES, WE REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT'S ADVICE 
AS TO WHETHER THIS POSSIBLE DIVERSION VIOLATES U.S. 

CRIMINAL STATUTES, AND WHAT ASSISTANCE, IF ANY, EMBASSY 
SHOULD PROVIDE. 

BERGESEN 
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